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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

The Journal of Forensic Document Examination (JFDE) is an offi cial publication of the Association 
of Forensic Document Examiners. JFDE publishes papers that include the following types:

1. Research Papers - Original papers covering the author’s in-depth research of a topic related 
to document examination, including full documentation. Research papers must contain an abstract 
and full bibliography. Papers must begin with a statement of purpose, and end with a statement of 
fi ndings.

2. Case Analysis - Brief reports of unusual cases. No paper dealing with a case still in litigation 
will be considered. Indicate in your introduction what was unusual about the case you are reporting 
and summarize your fi ndings.

3. Technically Speaking - Reports of varying length on techniques, materials, processes or 
instruments related to document examination. These submissions may be expressive of the author’s 
point of view and need not include a bibliography, unless references are cited.

4. Commentaries/Book Reviews - We welcome readers’ suggestions of relevant new books for 
our review.

Preference is given to members of the Association of Forensic Document Examiners (AFDE) and 
the International Graphonomics Association (IGS) in the reading and acceptance of manuscripts, but 
original material submitted by nonmembers, who are employed as professional document examiners, 
graduate students in forensic science, or by recognized experts in related forensic fi elds, will also be 
considered. Publication will depend upon space available and suitability for inclusion in the JFDE, 
as determined by the Editorial Board. JFDE editors reserve the right to clarify and/or condense any 
material submitted for publication, but request that authors submit only work they believe to be in 
fi nished form and suitable for our format.

Previously published materials will be considered, but must be accompanied by release from all 
previous publishers; such release remains the responsibility of the author. All material appearing in 
the JFDE is copyrighted by AFDE.

Requirements for submission of papers

To ensure that the JFDE can accept papers, please follow the guidelines:

Step 1 - Peer review

Send double-spaced papers in Microsoft Word, along with a statement that the paper has not been 
previously published and is the original work of the author (s). The papers should either within the 
text or separately incorporate fi gures, tables and images with captions. Once the author has received 
the comments from the peer reviewers, made the recommended changes and the paper has received 
fi nal approval from the editor for publication, authors must follow the next steps.  The authors will not 
know who the specifi c peer reviewers are for their papers, but the peer reviewers may be acknowledged 
as a group in the JFDE for their time and contributions.
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To order the Journal of Forensic Document Examination

   Make checks payable to AFDE for $40.00 (U.S and Canada) or $50.00 U.S. for other countries.
   Include your name, agency, QD affi liation, mailing address and E-mail address.  Send checks to 
   M. Patricia Fisher, JFDE Editor, P. O. Box 6306, Albany, CA 94706-0306 USA.  Contact the editor 
   for information about ordering previous journals by sending a letter or by sending an E-mail to
   journal.JFDE@gmail.com.

Step 2 -  Submission for publication

• Send an electronic copy of the text of the paper  in Microsoft Word. Do not include the 
      fi gures, tables or images within the text.  Send separate pages for the captions and for each 

fi gure, table and image. List where each should be inserted into the text. Figures, tables and 
images sent as MS Word fi les deteriorate when imported into Adobe InDesign and cannot be 
used. In addition, these fi gures, tables and images cannot be resized to fi t into the layout when 
they are included within the MS Word text.

• If sending images, tables and fi gures by E-mail, send them as separate JPEG or Adobe 
PDF fi les at 300 dpi.  When scanning the images use graphics programs wherever possible 
such Adobe Photoshop, Microscoft Publisher, etc. to ensure that the images will be clearly 
reproduced. If the paper is provided on a CD or DVD, then fi les can be sent as JPEG, Adobe 
PDF (or other high quality PDF formats), TIFF or Bitmap fi les.

•     Grant permission in writing to reproduce the paper in  the JFDE .  Sending this permission via 
the lead author’s E-mail is acceptable. 

Bibliographical material must conform to the style of the American Psychological Association 
Publication Manual. Include a title page with the author’s name and correspondence address (if 
more than one author, please  designate one address.) Indicate highest academic degree. Include 
an abstract, a list of keywords, and a brief biographical note relevant to questioned document work 
for each author. Please forward the electronic fi les to journal.JFDE@gmail.com or mail CDs/
DVDs with the text and separate images to Patricia Fisher, Editor/Journal of Forensic Document 
Examination, P. O. Box 6306, Albany, CA 94706-0306 USA.


